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Navy Asks Bids on Canned Pumpkin 


The Navy Department is asking for bids on canned pump- 
kin, to be opened at 10.00 a. m. October 22nd, 41,000 pounds for 
delivery at Brooklyn, 40,000 pounds at Hampton Roads, 100,000 
pounds at Mare Island, and 41,000 pounds at Bremerton. Bid- 
ders are required to submit twelve sample cans to the Naval 
Supply Depot, 29th Street and Third Avenue, Brooklyn, to ar- 
rive prior to the time fixed for opening of bids. Copies of sched- 
ule No. 1693 on which to submit bids may be obtained from the 
Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy Department, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


Canned Pea Pack in New York 


The canned pea pack in New York in 1929, according to 
statistics compiled by the New York State Canners Association, 
was 308,963 cases of No. 1's (including No. 55’s); 1,135,871 
cases of No. 2’s (including Nos. 11% and 2 glass); and 69,252 
dozens of No. 10's, the total being equivalent to 1,630,427 cases 
of No, 2's. The pack in 1928 was equivalent to 2,188,612 cases 
of No. 2’s and in 1927 to 1,624,687 cases. 

By varieties the pack, stated as No. 2's, was as follows: 
Alaska, 282,370 cases ; Rogers Winner, 46,561; Surprise, 295,377 ; 
Sweet varieties, 1,006,119. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Shipments of fruits and vegetables made great gains during 
the week ended September 14, and the total output of 28 prod- 
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ucts was 26,560 cars, according to the U. S. Market News Ser- 
vice. But this was still 4,300 cars less than during the corre- 
sponding period last season. Nearly all lines except cantaloupes 
and watermelons registered material increases. 

Tomatoes totaled 825 cars, with movement increasing in 
New York, Ohio and Utah, but decreasing in New Jersey and 
Indiana. Potatoes, peaches, and grapes together required 12,400 
cars last week. Output of northwestern plums and prunes in- 
creased to 520 cars. 


Apple shipments were rapidly increasing and totaled 2,410 
cars, of which the eastern and central districts furnished 1,885. 
The Virginias alone shipped more than 1,050 cars. Illinois and 
New York were active. 

Cabbage movement increased to a total of 720 cars. New 
York supplied 350, Wisconsin 160 and Colorado 80 cars. 


The movement of peaches jumped to 3,315 cars. California 
started 1,270 cars and Colorado 870, while Washington shipped 
545, Utah 230 and Michigan 165. 


Output of grapes, mostly California stock, increased sharp- 
ly to 3,655 cars, but was still rather light as compared with 
8,050 during the same period of last year. 

Pear shipments totaled 1,750 cars, principally from Oregon, 


Washington and California, though Illinois increased to 160 
cars. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


, Sept. Sept. Sept. Totalthis Totallast Total 
Commodity 7 915 seasonto seasonto last 
1929 1920 1928 Sept. 14 Sept. 15 season 
Apples, total ............. 10,060 
Eastern states ....... 1,287 2.865 Hy 
Western states ....... Sas ane 1,069 


Cabbage 
Carrots 


Cauliflower .............-. 471 9.888 


Mixed eciduous fruit 1.106 
Mixed 


Plums and prunes ........ 


Business Conditions 


The dollar volume of trade, as indicated by check payments, 
covering the week ended September 14 was considerably larger 
than in either the preceding week or the corresponding period 
of 1928, according to the weekly statement of the Department 
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of Commerce. Distribution of commodities, as reflected by 
freight car loadings for the latest reported period, continued 
substantially above the corresponding week of 1928. 

The general index of wholesale prices was unchanged from 
the preceding week and was 4 per cent lower than for the same 
period of last year. 

Bank loans and discounts remained at the same high level 
of the previous week. Interest rates on time money were un- 
changed and those on call money higher than during the previous 
week. Rates on both classes were considerably higher than a 
year ago. 

Business failures were more numerous than during the pre- 
vious week but somewhat fewer than a year ago. 


CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L. & L. Other 


Week ended 7 1,017,072 Ww7,573 234,552 874,047 
Preceding week 160, 468,731 266,646 420,844 
Corresponding week, 1028 ....... 65,661 220,010 371,814 
Corresponding week, 1927 978,256 254,720 876,823 


Employment in August 


Employment increased 1.1 per cent in August, 1929, as com- 
pared with July, and pay-roll totals increased 3.9 per cent, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. This statement 
is based upon reports made by 32,912 establishments, which in 
August had 5,103,131 employees whose combined earnings in 
one week were $138,531,196. The industrial groups included 
were manufacturing, mining, quarrying, public tilities, trade, 
hotels, and canning. 

The level of employment in manufacturing industries in 
August, 1929, was 5.3 per cent higher than in August, 1928, and 
employees’ earnings were 8.4 per cent greater. 


Wholesale and Retail Prices in August 


A slight reaction from the recent upward trend of whole- 
sale prices is reported by the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
The bureau’s index number for August shows a decrease of one- 
third of 1 per cent as compared with July, and a decrease of 
over 1 per cent compared with August, 1928. Among foods, in- 
creases were reported for butter, oranges, lemons, cured meats, 
prunes, and raisins, resulting in a net increase for the group, 
while flour and some fresh meats were lower. 


| 
a 
er- 
re- 
pes 
in 
ind 
100 
in- 
110 
85, 
ind 
ew | 
nia 
rp- 
ith 
on, 
160 
rtal 
ust 
607 
00 
500 
205 
707 
457 
its, 
rer 
od 
ant 


1680 INFORMATION LETTER 


The retail food index issued by the Bureau shows for Aug- 
ust 15, 1929, an increase of a little more than 1 per cent 
since July 15, 1929, and an increase of about 3.75 per cent since 
August 15, 1928. Among canned foods the average price of 
canned red salmon increased less than five-tenths of 1 per cent, 
while evaporated milk decreased 1 per cent, and there was no 
change in baked beans, canned corn, canned peas and canned to- 
matoes. 


Uniform Arbitration Legislation Progresses 


The states of Arizona, Connecticut, New Hampshire and 
Rhode Island have been added this year to the list of those hav- 
ing adequate arbitration laws, according to the American Arbi- 
tration Association. During the coming year the arbitration 
law sponsored by the American Arbitration Association will be 
introduced in the legislatures of Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
South Carolina and Virginia. 


Weather Conditions 


Additional showers during the week ended September 17 
brought further relief to most of the sections east of the Rocky 
Mountains, and the soil now has sufficient moisture for present 
needs rather generally over the central and eastern parts of the 
country, according to the U. S. Weather Bureau. The week was 
abnormally cool in the central valleys. Frost was rather gen- 
eral over the northwestern states, with light deposits extending 
as far south and east as northern Kansas, Iowa, the western 
Lake Region and the northern parts of the Ohio Valley. There 
was considerable damage in a few local areas, but harm was 
mostly confined to gardens and minor truck. 


Progress of Tariff Bill in Senate 


The Senate began debate on the controversial items in the 
special and administrative sections of the tariff on Monday. 
During the course of the week the Senate majority agreed to 
longer sessions each day in order to expedite consideration of 
the bill, and the Senate will hereafter convene at 11 o'clock in- 
stead of at noon. 


The Finance Committee made public the names of a large 
number of firms upon which tax information data will be sought 
from the Internal Revenue Bureau. 
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It was agreed to modify the amendment by the Finance 
Committee to the regulations for marking imported goods. The 
bill reported by the Finance Committee would have limited the 
discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury in making exceptions 
to the general requirements of labeling. The Senate also agreed 
to the abolishment of customs appeals to the Supreme Court. 

An amendment which would limit the power of the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture in prohibiting the entry of diseased or pest- 
infected plants was rejected. 


The majority members of the Finance Committee have 
agreed to strike out from the flexible provisions of the tariff 
bill the language that would make differences in “conditions of 
competition” rather than “cost of production” the basis for flexi- 
ble tariff adjustments. 


The resolution with reference to tax data to be requested 
from the Secretary of the Treasury calls for a statement in de- 
tail for each of the taxable years 1922-1928, inclusive, of the 
profits or losses, as the case may be, and a separate statement 
for each of said years of each of the following items: 

Gross sales from trading or manufacturing less goods re- 
turned, and any allowances or discounts from the sale price; 
and (a) inventory at beginning and close of each year; (b) mer- 
chandise bought for sale each year; (c) cost of manufacturing 
or otherwise producing goods separately; (1) salaries and wages 
exclusive of compensation of officers; (2) material and supplies; 
and (3) compensation of officers. 


South African Apricot Crop Increasing 


Present plantings of apricots in the Golden Valley section 
of the Cape Province are expected to equal, when in full bear- 
ing, the total world production of 1922, according to the Ameri- 
can trade commissioner at Johannesburg. Agricultural station 
experiments indicate that a high type of apricot can be grown 
in South Africa and it is probable, therefore, that this country 
will become one of the world’s most important producing cen- 
ters. 

South African apricots are at present dried and exported 
to Great Britain and the Continent as well as to markets in 
Africa lying north of the Union. Steadily increasing competi- 
tion from South African dried apricots in world markets is an- 
ticipated. 
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Colombian Market for Canned Meats 


Since the Colombian trade statistics do not classify canned 
meats separately, it is difficult with any degree of accuracy to 
estimate the extent to which they are imported or consumed. 
But, for a conservative estimate imports of canned meats can be 
figured at about 400,000 pounds, according to the American 
trade commissioner at Panama City. 

The heaviest seller among the canned meats is Vienna style 
sausage, particularly the second grade product with filler of 
grains mixed with pork. Deviled meat is second in importance, 
and corned beef ranks third. Deviled ham, chili con carne, ox 
tongue and potted chicken follow in the order named. As in 
most lines, price is the factor which determines the popularity 
of the canned meats. 


Marking of Canned Meat and Fish in Germany 


Provisions of a decree issued on February 12, 1929, by the 
German Ministry of Agriculture interpreting the marking regu- 
lations as applied to canned meat and fish products made in Ger- 
many, are applicable likewise to imported products, according to 
a report received by the Department of Commerce from the 
American commercial attache at Berlin. The circular as pub- 
lished stated : 


“The German fish industry and the German meat industry 
have pointed out that with preserved products containing cer- 
tain additions, spicing and imparting taste to the product (as for 
instance tomatoes, mushrooms, onions), an exact statement of 
the weight is only possible when including the weight of these 
ingredients. Careful investigation of conditions prevailing has 
shown that with respect to German fish and meat preserves 
there is no objection against permitting inclusion of the said 
additions in the weight stated and that such statements of weight 
on the tins are not to be objected to. It is to be presumed that 
in adding such ingredients, the quantity required for obtaining 
a certain taste and for spicing will not be exceeded.”’ 


As the circular confined itself to German products the Min- 
istry was asked on May 17, 1929, to confirm that it also applies 
to American products of this kind, inasmuch as the conditions of 
the German and American fish and meat industries are practi- 
cally identical. 


To this the Federal Minister of Agriculture replied in part 
on July 29, 1929: 
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“The Decree in question is merely an interpretation (not 
binding to the courts) of the marking prescriptions. I consider 
the inclusion of the additions in the weight stated also permissi- 
ble with foreign fish and meat preserves.” 


Food Officials to Meet 


How the public can be assured of purer and more sanitary 
food laws will be the theme of the thirty-third annual confer- 
ence of the Association of Dairy, Food, and Drug Officials of the 
United States to be held at Lincoln, Neb., for four days starting 
September 23. Among the subjects to be discussed are the com- 
position of whole wheat bread, the control of cull poultry ship- 
ments, the discrepancies between the claims in advertisements 
and on the labels of some foods and drugs, recent developments 
in milk control, cold-pack fruits, and the California canning 
laws and their enforcement. 
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